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The key to the TriFan 
600 aircraft will be its 
capability to take off and 

land vertically like a helicopter. 
However, once it’s in the air this 
plane can fly at high speeds and 
long distances like any private 
jet. You can imagine the journey- 
slowly levitate off the helipad 
on top of a building in one city, 
then the fans rotate and you’re 
speeding across the country, only 
to gently set down on the roof 
of another building, or at a rural 
location without much airport 
infrastructure. The vehicle features 
a hybrid electric propulsion 
system which provides the same 
performance as a conventional 
propulsion system, but lowers 
the price from $12 million to $6.5 
million per aircraft and brings 
operating costs down from $1,800 
to $350 per an operating hour.

And surprisingly, XTI  
(www.xtiaircraft.com) has been 
able to use existing advances in 

electric motors and generators 
to allow the company to 
procure the necessary parts 
direct from suppliers without 
the need for expensive  
customised components.

When we spoke to the company 
last year we were excited to see 
how their project would progress, 
and this year when we speak to 
the company’s CEO, Bob LaBelle, 
it’s clear he’s pleased with how far 
they have come. 

“It’s been good, very good,” he 
says. “We’ve been able to raise a 
significant amount of additional 
capital and moved the technical 
development of the aircraft 
forward. We’re working on flying 
a two thirds scale unmanned 
prototype and building the team.”

During our conversation last 
year, LaBelle cited the two thirds 
scale prototype as a key milestone, 
necessary to raise the amounts of 

Of the products we’ve seen in development at 
Business Focus Magazine, the TriFan 600 aircraft 
has got to be one of the most memorable. From the 
CGI mock-ups of the craft it looks like something 
out of Star Wars from the outside, while the 
interior resembles a luxury limousine. While all the 
technology within the plane is pre-existing, the way it 
is being put together and refined is exciting to see.
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WE RETURN TO XTI AIRCRAFT AND CONTINUE TO FOLLOW 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE TRIFAN 600 AIRCRAFT, WHICH 
IS MEETING NEW AND EXCITING MILESTONES.
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“WE’VE BEEN ABLE TO RAISE 
A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT 
OF ADDITIONAL CAPITAL 
AND MOVED THE TECHNICAL 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
AIRCRAFT FORWARD”

Ready for Low Speed 
Aerodynamic Tests
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capital XTI would need to continue 
developing their aircraft.

“We’re doing something 
new, so people are somewhat 
sceptical, but we’re about to fly 
a two-thirds scale prototype in 
October,” LaBelle explained.

Today he’s happy to report those 
test flights were a success, but 
optimism is still tinged with caution.

LEARNING TO FLY
“Building and flying the two thirds 
prototype has been one of our 
biggest achievements,” he tells 
us. “So far it’s preliminary. We’ve 

“WE’RE DOING SOMETHING 
NEW, SO PEOPLE ARE 

SOMEWHAT SCEPTICAL”

After almost 30 years on the market, MGM COMPRO is perceived as an innovative 
designer, developer and manufacturer of specialty electronics for various aviation 
projects. The product portfolio includes mainly Complex Electric Propulsion Systems 
(10-100 kW off-the-shelf, up to 300 kW on demand), wide range of Electronic Speed 
Controllers, Battery Management Systems, Electric Motors, Generators, Custom-
built Battery Packs, Chargers and other Electronics, simply everything you need 
to make the electric aircraft fly. The main focus is placed on safety and efficiency, 
which is combined with compact dimensions and low weight.

MGM COMPRO provides advanced solutions mainly for e-VTOL projects 
(Passenger-carrying Drones / Air Taxis), Electric Airplanes, Heavy Lift 
Drones (50-500kg payload), Military Projects and other all around the globe 
with the highest attention to every detail in the whole process starting from 
the initial design and leading to the serial production of customised goods.

As the R&D activities are the most crucial for the future of MGM COMPRO 
e-mobility solutions, a great deal of our annual turnover goes into creating 
cutting the edge technologies, which are used in the successor lines of our 
electric systems and components.

Find out more and visit us at: www.mgm-compro.com

MGM COMPRO 

MGM COMPRO WAS FOUNDED IN 1990. RIGHT FROM THE BEGINNING OF ITS ACTIVITIES 
THE WHOLE TEAM HAS BEEN FOCUSING ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIALTY 
ELECTRONICS. IN 1997 THE COMPANY STARTS AS ONE OF THE FIRST COMPANIES IN 
THE WORLD WITH DEVELOPMENT AND MANUFACTURING OF PROCESSOR BASED 
SPEED CONTROLLERS FOR ELECTRIC MOTORS.

� +420 577 001 350 � info@mgm-compro.com � mgm-compro.com

INNOVATION, EXPERIENCE, 
PASSION IN EVERY DETAIL

Complex Electric Propulsion Systems for e-VTOL Projects 
(10-100kW off-the-shelf, up to 300kW on demand)
Design, Development and Manufacturing under one roof

R&D Test Facilities

30 Years of Experience with Specialty Power Electronics and Electro Mobility

Team of 50 Project Managers and Engineers ready to support the Project

Export to more than 50 Countries

Top Rated Suppliers and Quality Management
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“AFTER ALMOST 30 YEARS ON THE MARKET, 
MGM COMPRO IS PERCEIVED AS AN INNOVATIVE 

DESIGNER, DEVELOPER AND MANUFACTURER 
OF SPECIALTY ELECTRIC PROPULSION SYSTEMS 

FOR VARIOUS AVIATION PROJECTS”
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done some low altitude hover 
flights. It seems to be good so far. 
We’re cautiously working through 
a detailed test programme.”

Of course, XTI aren’t new to the 
aviation sector, they are far from 
some software company that’s 
decided they want to enter the 
aviation sector. LaBelle and his 
staff have a number of aviation 
projects under their belts, and 
that’s been a key point in 
reassuring potential investors.

At the same time, while the 
aircraft is new, the principles 
and even the parts underlying it 
are not, with many of the ideas 
behind the TriFan dating back 
to US Army programmes in the 
1950s or 60s that designed 
vertical take-off aircraft using 
duct fans. Where the TriFan 
out-performs these old designs 
is in their lightweight materials 

and electrical, rather than 
mechanical systems.

“The main thing is making sure 
the aircraft smoothly moves from 
horizontal to vertical and back 
again,” LaBelle says. “It’s not 
something that hasn’t been done 
before with similar aircraft, some 
companies did it in the 1950s 
and 60s for the military. Making 
it a smooth transition for the 
passengers- that’s the main thing.”

However, that doesn’t mean 
that the development hasn’t 
faced challenges.

“Just accomplishing that test 
flight was a challenge,” LaBelle 
admits. “Even though it went 
well it was a huge effort. We’ve 
continued to attract investors. 
We’re just working on the 
technical side and refining  
the execution.”

Part of that refinement process 

has involved bringing new, expert 
talent on board the project.

“We brought on an advisor, 
Dr James Wang. He’s a world 
known expert in vertical take 
off and landing aircraft, so he’s 
been a tremendous addition,” 
LaBelle says. “Wang did a 
complete re-examination of 
some of our assumptions on the  
full-scale aircraft.”

The next big step, of course, 
is going to be building a  
full-sized prototype.

“I’m looking forward to getting 
this next round of capital in hand and 
moving forward to critical design, 
design on the full-scale aircraft,” 
LaBelle says with relish. “That will 
take nine to twelve months.”

SALES TAKE OFF
While they’ve still got work to do 
before they arrive at a full-sized, 

flyable model of the TriFan, the 
new aircraft is already seeing  
a lot of interest.

“Another big accomplishment 
for us is we’ve now also booked 
80 orders for the aircraft,” LaBelle 
says. “They’re ‘pre-sales’ where 
someone has placed a deposit 
and reserved a production slot. 
That represents in firm contracts 
$520 million USD.”

The sales are coming from 
a number of different sectors, 
some of which XTI predicted, but 
some of which have started to 
surprise them.

“Emergency medical services is 
one small area we think we’ll have 
success in. It’s an area of interest 
for us,” LaBelle says. “The main 
focus is people who want to use 
the aircraft to go point to point 
at high speeds at long distance, 
with the ability to take off and 

land vertically. So in addition the 
business aircraft market, and the 
private individuals, we also see 
a lot of uptake from people who 
want to establish a transportation 
service, a scheduled or non-
scheduled commuter service in 
areas that aren’t serviced.”

Design on the craft is continuing 
today, and even though progress 
can feel slow, there is a lot going 
on. LaBelle tells us, “There’s a 

tremendous amount of activity 
going on. It sometimes looks 
like there’s not a lot of activity 
because they’re doing simulations 
in a lab, using innate knowledge 
and experience to predict what 
will happen, then doing very 
incremental testing. They do a 
small tweak here and there to 
make sure that what we’re testing 
that day, even if it’s not successful 
doesn’t result in damage to the 
aircraft. But a lot of it has just 
been through simulation.”

Speaking to LaBelle however, 
it’s clear he’s ready for the  
next step.

“We have to simultaneously 
continue with the prototype flights 
and continue with transition to 
horizontal flight,” he says. “We 
need to get into a heavier round 
of funding that we’re launching 
right now.”  

“THE MAIN THING IS MAKING SURE 
THE AIRCRAFT SMOOTHLY MOVES 
FROM HORIZONTAL TO VERTICAL AND 
BACK AGAIN”

 “I’M LOOKING FORWARD TO 
GETTING THIS NEXT ROUND 

OF CAPITAL IN HAND AND 
MOVING FORWARD TO 

CRITICAL DESIGN, ON THE
FULL-SCALE AIRCRAFT.”

Land on any 
standard helipad

Robert LaBelle,
CEO

Prototype Re-Assembled 
and Ready
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